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" The Jatest ver sion of the plane
is reported to have & ranvc!
of more than 5,000 miles, com-;
yipared with abcut 4,000 rmles‘

hing Rem@ el jior v U

S IL also can carry & lrgu
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load of photographic and elcc-l

B&__RIC!—KARD WITKIN A-11 Frar Sl.pclla :
High-altitude RB-57 reconnaissance planes with sev-|tronic equipment. ;
oral advantages over the U-2 ap» reported to have been But. pernaps most important,

¥ 1 if?

flying 1”[11.3810115 over. Communist China for some time. The ?¢ the two main cngines,
——n *Department of Defense den i.oone flames out the plane will.
cpartm CHSE BYESnot drop rapidly toward alti-

the report. However, inform ed‘tm where enemy fighters or‘
sources say varicus redels of antiziroratt can bring it down.
the RB-57 hove b ictt  The U-2 has only one engine.!
ing date on Communist Cal- 'I“ncra have heen reports thats
inese military snd in d\.sma‘ it was the flaming cut of the
Cd.Ua-ullUES for seversa] vears.engine on the U-2 ilown by
3t is belioved that the latestFreueis Gavy Powers  that
mo;zq, the RE-STF, ic among the forced him to an zititude where
PIa«"CS that have pertG‘A]r\} ‘”*G'QO\A(‘ afense forces.woere able
issance, The Defense De-jto sh oot him down.
ot says the eariier mod- . Hoawever, the U-2 gpparently
'D version, is so old At:h'xs one azdvantage over the RE-
n grounded. 57, Its maximum zititude vs
for'TEPOT Lnd to be conziderably
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T}*e initials RB stand
‘reconnaissance bomber. The RB-|high?

‘57's have better over-zll per- N\‘!‘mef plane is iz
formance than the U-2's.” Bu tleagie 28 the 4-1%, which was,
ithey are far infericr io shaoriginally oc:,xg'x.ed for high-
4-11,  the 2,000-railo- ""‘-hGu"ld‘lt tide reconnaissance work.
President Johnson said its alti-
1‘)-0,1 nson Feb. 25. ‘tude was more than 70,000 feet,
it is ;Lpo*‘ted that ‘u_'__svziw...u. is also the imprecise Of-}
‘missions . have been flown by'f"c“"l word on the U-2. _—
Hoth Nationzlist - Chinese z2nd Fowever, it has been reliably
American pilsts. . lrepcrtcd that the A-11 was de-
1 : 'signad for flight at about 120,-
i Complaints by Peking 000 feet, whereas the U-2's top
. The Peking Government com- ' T
:'plained zbout REB-57 ‘“incure
sions” over the Chinese main-
land 2s long age as the fall of
1662, .
¥ It specifically mentioned the
iA and D medels.
" mhe latest and most exotic
looking of the reconnaissance
craft is the B model. It not
only has wings almost twice
as large a2s those on the. orig-
inal B-57, but alse two small
engines outboard of the two .
main engines, ' : .
The RE-3TF became publicly :
known last fall when it was
ceen at Edwards Afr Forge
Base, Calif. ' : o
' ‘The Air Force released some
;_dci; iis on the plane’s dimen-
sions and engines, but it has
ek ed to raiease pictures. |

tne same

craft disclosed by President

altitude has been variously re-
ported at hetween 90,000 and
100,000 feet. .

The basic B-57 ?mcraﬂ origi-

nally was designed and built
in Britain and was called the
Canberrd.

Drastic changes have been
made to give it thc perforniance
for efiu,tlve reconnaissance
work,

The wing span-has been in-
creased several times from the
original 68 feet to the ' modcl's
122 feet. Fxtra span is needed
.to support a plane in the rare-
fied air of extreme altitudes.

The thrust of each of the two
main engines has been increased
from the 10,000 pounds of the
original jets to well over 17,000
pounds for the main Pratt &
Whitney TF-23 turbo-fan units
in the RB-57F. The Pratt and
Whitney J-60's that have been
added for the F version have a
a thrust of more Qhan
3,000 pounds cach.

A turbo-fan is basically a jet,
but it has several .extra large
compressors. The blades of these
whirling compressors not only
thrust air to the rear into the
rezular - combustion chamber,
but also send large amounts of
exira air around the outside of
{he combustion chamber.

In this latter job., they con-

. :tribute propulsive force much
ras a conventional airplane pro-

pn}lc" aces. .
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